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CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

Appointment of Trustees to Cambridge United Charities 
 
 
 
1 INTRODUCTION    
 
The Trustees of Cambridge United Charities (CUC) wish the Executive 
Councillor for Customer Services and Resources to agree the appointment 
of two new trustees nominated by the Charity and to confirm the re-
appointment of a further Trustee who has reached the end of her 4-year 
term of office. The Executive Councillor has been forwarded CV’s for the 
two proposed new Trustees.  
 
In 2007, it was agreed that the City Council would no longer make 
appointments to outside bodies of this nature. To avoid the charity being in 
an unconstitutional position in the short term, Interim arrangements were 
made with the charity to allow appointments, this has occurred on two 
occasions in 2007 and 2008.  
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 That the Executive Councillor agrees the appointment of Roger Flack 

and Monika Pruetzel-Thomas as trustees of Cambridge United  
 Charities for a 4-year period. 
 
2.2 That the Executive Councillor agrees the appointment of existing 

trustee Sandra Baker for a further term of 4 years.  
 
2.3 To write to the Chairman advising that the Council should adhere to 

its Policy on Appointments to Outside Bodies and give one year’s 
notice, subject to the view of the Charity Commission, so that the 
Council is not in this position when the next appointment is due in 
November 2012. 
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3. BACKGROUND 
 
The Charity is governed by a Charity Commission Scheme dated 24 July 
1970. The Scheme provides for a maximum of 12 trustees, 4 of whom “are 
to be appointed by the City Council.” The 1970 Scheme replaced the much 
earlier Cambridge Municipal Charities which had been operating from the 
mid-1800s.  
 
Until the 1990s, the Council provided Property Services and Legal Services 
to the charity but these were gradually discontinued. To this day, 
administrative and accountancy support is provided, on a part-time basis, 
by Council officers.  It is for this reason that the decision about appointing 
trustees rests with the Executive Councillor for Customer Services and 
Resources as these staff work in sections which are his responsibility. 
 
Up to the review of appointments to outside bodies in 2007, the Council 
found the Trustees to appoint and these did include city councillors. After 
the review, an interim arrangement was agreed with the Council that the 
Trustees would find suitable applicants (none to be city councillors) and the 
Executive Councillor for Customer Services and Resources would 
appointment them. This has happened twice in 2007 and 2008 as already 
mentioned. 
 
 
 
The author and contact officer for queries on the report is Toni Birkin on 
extension 7086. 
 
Appendix A:  Appointments to Outside Bodies, Report to Strategy and 
Resources Committee 3/9/2007 
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